SEP-05-2006 TUE 16:44 



FAX NO. 



P. 08/16 



Customcf No.; 3 1 S61 
AppJicationNo.; 10/7116212 
Docket No.: t3640-US-PA 



TtF.MARKS 



P..^cf>«t Stfltr " ^f*^" Application 

■I A inne 07 2006 reiected all claims. Specifically, the Office 
The OfRce Action mailed on June U/. zuuo, rejtsi-iou 

Ac^on n>jec»d cU>«,s .. 2. 5. .-lO and 13 under 3S U.S.C. I02(b,, as being anUdp^ed by 
Shimnr. e. .1. (OS 6.095.656). In addWon. «« Oifi« Action ejected claims 3, 4, 6. 7. .1. 12, .4 
„C 15 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). a. beln, unpayable ov« Shimura in view ofHagihar. « ... 
(US 5,504.545). Farrhcr. clai.» 6. 7, .4 and .5 were objcc^d «. ..Udv. «rn. "abr^e' ».ich 
™,d.r,.l.».ain.indefi„i«. App.ic»u subn.i. .i,« Cairns 1. 6 and 7 «n«^ad; claim, 3-5 
,.,5 arc c«,celcd, claim. 1«3 arc nawl, added; ».d claim 2 remains unchanged a= 
previous,, prc^nred. Suppor, for *. new cWm. 16-23 arc ft..^ ^ P-"-* 

cms and *. inrcrrclared parrs of ,be sp.ci«ca.lon. Rccon^deraricn and allowance of ^ 

1 -J 7 and new claims 16-23 are respectfully 
application and presently pending claims 1. 2, 6, 7. and new cia.m 

requested. 
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r-i|^i«ffiif Qhlcerions 

aims 6. 7, 14 «<1 15 «. » *e r.l«ive «m "d^ut" whiph render, the claim 

i„aeflni,e. In response Appl.cn» have »ne-d.d eWm. « »>d 7, «.d e..ee,ed cWn,s .4 

„d 1 5. A. such. cleln.s «» ».bn,in=d in .llo«™ble fbnn « »«r.nUy »nen<l«l. 

Claims 1. 2. 5. 8-10 and 13 «ieeM under 35 U.S.C. KBW - being ««lclp.«d by 

Shimura et al. '656. 

in re^onse to the rejection to claims 1. 2. 5. 8-10 and 13 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b). 
Applicants have incorporated the .imitations of clai. 3 into the original dai. 1. and hereby 

u- • ri.n As such Applicant submits that claims 1 and 2 are novel over the 
traverses this rejection. As sucn, Appiiw»i 

Shimura etal. '656- 

riaima R,^ j^^inns iind"- ^^^r S103(a) 

. J oe T 1 c as being unpatentable over Shimura et al. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), as oemg u p 

. . VL h^™ «t -545 Applicants have amended the previously claim 1 by 
«656 in view of Hagihara et al. 5«. 

incorporating the limitations of claim 3 with the same. 

in response to the rejection thereto, Applicants traverse the rejections and submit claim 1 > 

.545, or any of the other cited references, taken alone or In combination, and thus should be 
allowed. 
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With respect to claim 1 . as amended, recites in part: A backlight rr»odule, comprising: 
a bottom plate; and 

. pl.»U.y of l«nps <lUpo«d «par«.ly ov« >l» bottom pUM. ^»h.reln *e bottom 
pbK has aplunJity of fi«l areas wt* low« teflectivKy »l.a.r.e.tll .h. la-p.- 

fl« .r«» wmprb. . pLraUty of Iow.r-r.n«.lviOr film, disposal o. 
bcnom pUtt. ..d "cond " """"""^ °' 

reneclivlty films disposed on Mio fcottom plate. 
The a&,emen«o„«i claim 1 discloses fom,ing d,e f.rs. area. wid. lower reflec«vity by 
disposing a phualiV of lowe«efl.aive Alms on .he bottom pl«e. and Ibnnina the second ^ 
with higher reflectivity by disposing a plurality of hlgher^ecive films on the bottom pia«. 

Shimum e. al. '656 teaches a backlighting apparatt» including a fin* optical elemem 2.0 
having a region with low reflectance thereon (Fig. 2). The Examiner contended that it»n 
280 optica, element) .^ds on the bottom pl.» ^ required in claim 1 (See page 4 of d,e 
cur^ttOmce Action). However. Applicants submit .ha. U« «rst optical element 280 *M is -so 
lnterpr««l as rc«lln. on U» higher-refleclive Alms by the Examinee could „.. ,<so be deposed 
on l,..tt(U,e bottom plate). ThereS.re. Applicants submit that Shimum e. .1. '656 Wis to teach, 
suggest or di«los. each .vary el«nen. in d» dim i fbr ^ •"c 

film, armnged undemeatl. .he lamps and higbe^reneetiv. «n» on .he 

bottom plate". 

Furdtermore. Applicants submit that Hagihsra et .1. '545 ..ii. to teach, disclose, or 

1 Qhimura et ai '656 by arranging the lower- 

suggest modifying any apparatus as shown m Shimura et al. w y 
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„fl«ivc m» »nd«n=a,h Um^ and disposing bo«. .he ,„w.r.«fl.ctlv. Alms *e 

higher-reflective films on the bottom plate. 

H.glh.« « -SAS teaches, «, lllum,n.«nB app«««s indudins . ba« 6 ».d a reflecting 
,6 disposed on U>. be« 6. whc«in me ^fleeting mean, ,6 consis. of . firs, -fleeting 
„.nber ,7 «,d . .eoond reflecting men-be, IS, tt 1, not«i that .be flr« refleeting member 17 
is .ranged u.de«e.- .he f..o«.». I.mp 2A ..a ha. We, than .ho» o. 

a,, base 6 and the .ecoad «fl.c«.g «en.l«r 18. The E»n.in.r contended *M items 17 (the 
fl^ reflecting n.en,b«) tead on the higher-t^cctivc flln,s as re,ni..d in eiaim , (Sea page 4 of 
the cun^nt 0«.c Acflon). However. Hagihat. et ai. '545 discloses ".tranging .he higher- 
r^ecflv. one, (.h. flrs. r^Z "ember. 17, »nd.m.«h U-c l»nps". >vhich teaches away 
from the proposed nodiflcadon to artange «.e ^^r^. Ahn. '^"^ ^ 
See MPEP §2143. 

To establish a prima facie case of obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), 
each of three requirements must be met. First, the reference or references, 
raken alone or combined, must teach or suggest each and e^ry element in the 
claims. Second, there must be some suggestion or motivation, either in the 
references themselves or in the kno^yledge generally available to one of 
ordinary skilled in the art, to combine the referees in a manner resulting in 
th. claimed invention. Third a reasonable expectation of success must exist, 
j^oreover. each of the three retp^irements must "be found in the pr ior art, and 
r„t be based on applicant's disclosure, " See MPEP §2143. 

Page 9 



PA(X11l16'RCVDAT9f5/2006 4:41:05 AM [Eastern Dayfightrmel'SVIlU^^^ 



SEP-05-2006 TUE 16:44 FAX NO. P. 12/16 



Customer No.: 31561 
Application No.: 10/7116212 
Doo1a!tNo.:13640.US-PA 

Based on the above. Applicants submit that Shimura et al. '656 feils to ieach or ..sscsi 
each and elemeni in iUe claans. Further. Hagihara et al. '545 teaches away from the 
p«.posed modification to arrange the lo^er-reflective filnu. underneath the lamps, as required 
for claim I. Tl.us, tl,ere lacks of suggestion or nu>timion to combine the iUuminailng 
apparatus of Hagihara et aL '545 ana the tacUUgHting apparatus ofShimura at oL '656, and 
tHerea^nablee:^ectationofsuccessdoesnotexis,. Therefore. Applicant submits that claim 1, 
«s currently amended, and its dependent claims 2. 6 and 7 not rendered obvious by Shimura 
et al. '656, Hagihara et al. '545. or any of the other cited references, taken alone or in 
combination, and thus should be allowed. 



New claims 

CWms 16.M newly «ld«i. Appli«»B .-VmH ,h« claims 16-23 =« »ovcl »d 
^,„u, ov« Shin,»« c. .1. -SS*. H«sil-» « al. -545. or an, of m. .rf»»,ces of ».d 

thus should be allowed. 

With respect to claim 1 6. which is added by incorporating the original claim I with claim 

4, recites in part: A backlight module, comprising: 
8 bottom plate; and 

. pluraliw of lamps disposed sepamtely over *e bonom pla», v,h«dn .he ^ ^ 
.plurality of f.«t areas with lower renectivity underneath the larttpa ... 

. the bottom plate ia <«apos«l with . ^ HI- «l.h lower roneclvlty and , plurality 
„ secud film. -.«. higher *. ""»• "™ """ 
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form the second amu. with higher reflectivity, and a plurality of areas of the first film not 
covered by the second films form the first areas with lower reflectivity. 

The aforementioned claim 16 discloses disposing a lower^reflective film on the bottom 
plate to form the first areas with lower reflectivity underneath the lamps and disposing a plurality 
of higher-reflective films on the iower-refiective film to form the second areas with higher 
reflectivity. Applicant submits that such a backlight module as set forth in claim 16 is neither 
taught, disclosed, nor suggested by Shimura et al. '656. Hagihara et al. '545. or any of the other 
oiled refereneos, taken alone or in combination. 

Shimut. « .1. -656 taaches a badclighting appanttus including a fit« optical elanent 280 
having a region 285 with low «fl.ctanc ,he«on (Fig. ». The E«n>in.r e=n.end«i tf,at it-« 
280 (flrat optica, clen.cn,) reads on the botton, pl«. «. required in claim 1 (Sea page S of the 
carren, OfBee Action). However. Applicants submit that the Hrst optical element 280 that is al»> 
interprdad as reading on th. higher-relleCive films by the Examine, eouM ... also b. disp««d 
on itself (Ute bot».m plate). Thetcfere. AppH«u.t. .b« Sh.n,.» a. ... •«* » 

or ..«.« eael. ..a e,^ lament ,„ .he claims. Farther. Shim.r. a. ... «■» « 
...ch d..p«..g secoad Oi™. with higher ,a»e.«v.., o. firs. Him with lower ranectlvin. 
and arranging the .ower-r«nectlve areas nndemaath the bmps. 

Furthermore Applicants submit that Hagihara e. al. "545 Ms to ,«>ch. disclose, or 
suggest modifying ^ appa,«us as shown in Sh.m.»a et al. '656 by arranging the lower- 
reflective films underneath the lamps. 
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Hagihara al. '545 teaches an illuminating apparatus including a base 6 and a reflecting 
means 16 disposed on the base 6. wherein the reflecting means 16 consist of a first reflecting 
member 17 and a second reflecting member 18. However. Hagihara et al. '545 discloses 
"attangine the higher-reflective ones (the first reflecting members 17) undomea* the lamps»> 
which teaches away from the proposed modification to arrange the lower-reflectlve films 
underneath the lamps and dispose both the lower-reflective films and the higher^reflective films 
on the bottom plate. 

See MPEP §2143. as discussed above. Applicants submit that Shimura et al. '656 feils to 
teach or suggest each and every eten.ent in the clabns. Further. Hagiha« et al. '545 teaches 
from the proposed modification to arrange the lower-reflectlvc films underneath the lamps. 
,«,ulred for claim 16. Thus, there lacks of suggestion or motivation to combine the 
Illuminating appamtns of Hagihara et al. '545 and the baclclighting apparatus of Shimura 
et al. '656. and the reasonable expectation of aueeess does not exist. Therefore. Applicant 
submits that claim 16. as newly added, and its dependent claims 17-19 are not rendered obvious 
by Shimuraet al. '656, Hagihara et al. '545. or any of the other cited references, taken alone or in 
combination, and thus should be allowed. 

With respect to claim 20. which is added by incorporating the original claim 1 with claim 

5, recites in part: A backlight module, comprising: 
a bottom plate; and 

a plurality of lamps disposed separately over the bottom plate, wherein the bottom plate 
has a plurality of first areas vrith lower refiectivlty underneath the lamps ... 
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... the bottom plate is disposed with a plurality of first rUms with lower reHectivity 
and a second film with higher reflectivity, the first films are disposed on the second film to 
form the first areas with lower reflectivity, and a plurality of areas of the second film not 
covered by the first films form the second areas with higher reflectivity. 

The aforementioned claim 20 discloses disposing a higher-reflective film on the bottom 
plate to form the second areas with higher reflectivity and disposing a plurality of lower- 
reflective films on die higher-reflective film to form the first areas with lower reflectivity 
underneath the lamps. 

Shimura et al. '656 teaches a backlighting apparatus including a first optical element 280 
having a region 285 with low reflectance thereon (Fig. 2). The Examiner contended that item 
280 (fir^t optical element) reads on the bottom plate as required in claim 1 (See page 3 of the 
current Office Action). However, Applicants submit that the first optical element 280 that is also 
interpreted as reading on the higher-reflective films by the Examiner could not also be disposed 
on Itself (the bottom plate). Therefore. Shimura et at '656 falls to tench or suggest each and 
every element in the claims. Applicant submits that such a backlight module as set forth in 
claim 20 is not anticipated by the Shimura et al. '656. Accordingly, claim 20 and its dependent 
claims 21-23 are novel over Shimura et al. '656. and thus should be allowed. 
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roNrmsiON 

For at least the foregoing reasons, it is believed that the peading claims are in proper 
condition for allowance and an action to such effect is earnestly. If the Examiner believes that a 
telephone conference would expedite the examination of the above-identified patent application, 
the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Belinda Lee 

Registration No.; 46.863 

Jianq Chyun Intellectual Property Office 

7*Floor-l,Mo. 100 

Roosevelt Road. Section 2 

Taipei, 100 

Taiwan 

Tel: 01 1-886-2-2369-2800 
Fax- 0 1 1-886-2-2369-7233 

Email: belinda@icipgroap.com.tw ;usa@jcipgroup.com.tw 
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